
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Letters to the Editor 361 

Have you space for President Roosevelt's admirable letter in regard to this 
matter ? 

Always appreciating your excellent magazine, I am 

Very sincerely, 
Princeton, N. J. Bessie Louise Dickson. 

president rooseyelt's letter 

The letter was not written for publication, but was read with the writer's 
permission in the course of an address on " The Assault on Womanhood." The 
letter, which is dated November 10, 1908, says: 

" Personally, I believe in woman suffrage, but I am not an enthusiastic 
advocate of it, because I do not regard it as a very important matter. I am 
unable to see that there has been any special improvement in the position of 
women in those states in the west that have adopted woman suffrage as com- 
pared with those states adjoining them that have not adopted it. I do not 
think that giving the woman suffrage will produce any marked improvement in 
the condition of women. I do not believe that it will produce any of the evils 
feared, and I am very certain that when women as a whole take any special 
interest in the matter, they will have the suffrage if they desire it. 

" But at present I .think most of them are lukewarm : I find some actively 
for it, and some actively against it. I am for the reasons above given rather 
what you would regard as lukewarm or tepid in my support of it, because while I 
believe in it, I do not regard it as of very much importance. 

" I believe that man and woman should stand on an equality of right, but 
I do not believe that equality of right means identity of function; and I am 
more and more convinced that the great field, the indispensable field, for the 
usefulness of woman is as the mother of the family. It is her work in the 
household, in the home, her work in bearing and rearing the children, which is 
more important than any man's work, and it is that work which should be 
normally the woman's special work, just as normally the man's work should 
be that of the bread-winner, the supporter of the home, and if necessary, the 
soldier who will fight for the home. 

" There are exceptions as regards both man and woman ; but the full and 
perfect life, the life of highest happiness and of highest usefulness to the state, 
is the life of the man and woman who are husband and wife, who live in the 
partnership of love and duty, the one earning enough to keep the home, the 
other managing the home and the children." 



